Synthesis of starting compounds 5a,b is described in ref. 6 [Pelageev, D.N.; Anufriev, V.Ph.
Russ.Chem.Bull., Int.Ed., 2008, 57, 2335]
A solution of naphthazarin 3c,d (1 mmol), aldehyde 4c (5 mmol), and Et 3 N•HCl (14 mg, 0.1 mmol) in 2-methoxyethanol (5 mL) was refluxed for 3 h (TLC monitoring). The reaction mixture was cooled and a precipitate of product 5c formed in the reaction of 3c with 4c, was filtered off, washed with ethanol (10 mL), and dried. After the reflux of the reaction mixture of 3d with 4c was stopped, the solvent was removed in vacuo and the product was separated by column chromatography (hexane-acetone, 15 : 1).
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